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Introduction: A “Human Rights City” is a municipality that aligns its legislations to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, international covenants, 
and other global documents. The incorporation of these human right documents into a city’s legislation helps acknowledge the social, cultural, and 
economic rights of its citizens. More so, a Human Rights City encourages its citizens to participate in their community, which allows them to exercise their 
political and civil rights. There are a handful of cities in Africa, Asia, Europe, South America, and North America that are deemed Human Rights Cities. My 
Politics in Human Rights II course argues Dayton, Ohio can be added to this list of Human Rights Cities. Among other Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) that relate to Dayton, I will focus on the third SDG, which is good health and well-being. Though there are nine targets for the third SDG, I will 
examine 3.2, 3.3, and 3.9 to which I will identify their relation to articles from three international human right documents (UDHR, International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child). Additionally, I will highlight one challenge and one solution to depict how the 
city of Dayton is affected by the issue. I will then provide an ‘Advocacy’ section to provide ways in which anyone can help respond to the issue. Finally, I
conclude with my reflection on how my experience here at the University of Dayton has impacted my learning and community participation.
.
My Reflection
As a graduating senior, I look back 
on my time here in Dayton. One of 
the biggest takeaways from attending 
UD is learning about a wide range of 
social justice issues that occur in the 
world and how they are connected to 
Dayton. More so, by taking courses 
like POL 334 where we are gathering
data to strengthen the possibility of
Dayton becoming a Human Rights
City, it gives me both the experience 
and confidence to how I can 
effectively participate in social justice 
issues beyond the Dayton area.
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